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Historic hope! Barack Obama sworn in as the 44th President

Commentary

"La Salsa closes temporarily, students mourn"
p. 7

Contributed Photo

'"Vagina Monologues'
Breaks the silence"
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Entertainment

"Girl Talk talks, Fairfield
listens"
p. 9
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A new era begins: President Barack Obama takes the Oath of Office during Inauguration Day ceremonies on Tuesday.

"Starting today, we must pick ourselves up, dust ourselves off,
and begin again the work of remaking America"
"Every so often the oath is taken amidst
gathering clouds and raging storms," Obama
Just as prejudice did not deter voters, frigid said. "At these moments, America has carried
temperatures did not deter an astounding crowd on not simply because of the skill or vision of
from lending its support, and an economic situ- those in high office, but because 'We the People'
ation as dire as the Great Depression did not
have remained
•
INSIDE
deter Barack Obama - sworn in by Chief
faithful to the
Justice John Roberts at noon on Tuesday in : BUSH'S FINAL
ideals of our
the shadow of the Capitol as the 44th Presi- :
DAYS +
EDITORIAL I forbearers,
dent of the United States - from lending : REACTIONS TO
p.7
and true to
hope to the American people and assuring :
OBAMA'S
our founding
that the future will bring better days.
TRANSITION
3x5
documents."
"The challenges we face are real,"
TEAM P. 3
P.17
:
"So it has
Obama said during his Inaugural Address.
been. So it
"They are serious and they are many. They
must be with
will not be met easily or in a short span of time. this generation of Americans," Obama added.
But know this, America, they will be met."
At Fairfield, professors were impressed that
Ceremonies began with the formal oath of Obama chose to address the divisive issue immeoffice, which took place on the same bible used diately. Similarly, many pundits are taking solace
by Abraham Lincoln in Jan. 1861.
in the fact that Obama vows to take "bold and
In the days preceding the ceremony, swift" fiscal action, and that his administration is
Obama adapted Lincoln's travel schedule laden with accomplished advisors.
prior to his inauguration. Mr. and Mrs. Obama
"Expectations are very high and he's been
traveled by train from Philadelphia to Wash- trying to bring them back to reality," finance
ington, harkening back to Lincoln's original professor Michael Tucker said. "It's still 'Yes,
interstate crossing.
We can' but he is reminding everyone it will
From the outset of his inaugural address, take time and plenty of effort. A message his
Obama wasted no time addressing the dire economic election delivers is that merit trumps cronydownturn and troublesome situation of the nation he ism and nepotism. It's a lesson that speaks to
now serves as its commander-in-chief.
college students."
BY KEITH CONNORS

At one poignant moment in the address, Obama
also paid homage to the significance of the moment
in the annals of American race relations.
"This is the meaning of our liberty and our
creed - why men and women and children of
every race and every faith can join in celebration
across this magnificent mall, and why a man
whose father less than 60 years ago might not
have been served at a local restaurant can now
stand before you to take a most sacred oath,"
Obama said.
The President also extended a hand to the
allies of the United States, many of whom have
been openly critical of the Bush Administration's foreign policy and claim that America has
alienated itself with the Iraq War.
"To all other peoples and governments who
are watching today, from the grandest capitals
to the small village where my father was bom:
know that America is a friend of each nation and
every man, woman, and child who seeks a future
of peace and dignity, and that we are ready to lead
once more," Obama said.
Students at Fairfield on hand to watch the
inaugural address at the Barone Campus Center
cheered at times, but overall seemed awestruck
at the epic nature of the occasion.
"I think it is history, and not just beSEE "THE" ON P.
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Students: Obama's inauguration unifying, historic experience, regardless of party lines
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"Stuffed by the Saints:
Siena sweeps season series, end Stags' three-game
winning streak"
p. 20

BY JACK MCNAMARA

It was living history at Fairfield University on Tuesday when students across campus
paused to watch the inaugural ceremonies of
President Barack Obama.
Venues to see the swearing-in were set up
in both the lower lobby of the Barone Campus
Center and in the multimedia room of the
DiMenna-Nysellus library. Both sites were
packed to capacity. Soobin Lim '11, among
others, was in awe of the moment.

"This is a total change of history," she
said, "It's great."
While many people noted the feelings
of togetherness among both Republicans and
Democrats during the ceremonies, Andrew
Festin '09 thinks the significance of Obama
assuming the Office of President of the United
States will not be lost on others.
"I'm sure even Republicans and McCain
supporters are watching [Obama] and thinking, 'this is historic,'" he said.
Those who have no party affiliation, or

even US citizenship, noted how the moment
signals a change in the way the US conducts
its affairs abroad.
"It's a big change," said Ali Abdul Majeed
'12, who is from Iraq. "I'm kind of excited to
get your army out of my country!"
Adding to the diversity of the crowd,
professors and faculty alike served as references for the rest of the assemblies. Robbin
Crabtree, dean of the college of arts and sciSEE "MIXED" ON P.
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... where we wonder how awkward that just felt for John McCain.
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BY JACK MCNAMARA

Decades later, university apologies to
abuse victim
After forty years, three of which were spent in
denial of any responsibility, Fordham University
apologized for any role it may have had in the 1968
rape of a 13-year-old boy by a Jesuit priest.
Richard Cerick, now 53, was raped and sodomized in the Jesuit housing complex on Rose Hill by
Rev. Roy A. Drake, S.J. the night before a ski trip
organized by the priest.
In a public statement released by a university
spokesman, Rev. Joseph M. McShane S.J, the current
president of Fordham University, was quoted as saying, "We are deeply sorry for the damage done to Mr.
Cerick as a young man and for his pain and suffering.
We have been in frequent contact with his attorney and
continue to seek a just resolution to his case."
An apology was not personally given to Cerick,
who had been trying to pry an admission of guilt out
of the university since 2005. In addition, Cerick doubts
the genuineness of the apology.
"What he doesn't say in that statement is 'we believe him'—they're still not giving any validity to my
allegations or accepting [responsibility]."
Source: The Phoenix
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University photographer insists on being
arrested
Harold Baquet, a 20-year veteran photographer for
the University of Loyola at New Orleans, attempted to
avoid police officers by hiding on the exterior of a lofty
bell tower.
Baquet, who was protesting the closure of the Our
Lady of Good Counsel, said that law enforcement probably found out where he was concealing himself after his
hat flew off the roof.
When a police officer climbed up and threatened
to handcuff him, Baquet became belligerent toward
the patrolman and indicated he would physically resist
near the edge of a 100-foot drop. Baquet immediately
consoled the frightened officer with, "Hey man, I'm
messing with you."
Police and city attorneys spent an hour attempting to
convince Baquet to just go home in lieu of incarceration.
However, Baquet left the premises only after he believed
he would be taken to jail. Police instead just dropped
him off at his home. Baquet returned to the church immediately after.
Source: The Maroon
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Irish head of state visits campus
Mary McAleese, the current president of Ireland,
received an honorary Doctorate of Humane Letters as
part of her west coast tour of the United States. The
degree is typically given to those who excel in the field
of government.
In her acceptance speech, Mrs. McAleese argued for
greater closeness in international problem-solving.
Source: The Foghorn, The San Francisco Citizen
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Photo Illustration by Chris Simmons

Change: The picture above was created with 2,231 different photos of Fairfield students and Mirror file photos.

Peanut butter recalled after salmonella found
BY ALEXANDRA GROSS

Just as the Fairfield University
community readjusts to the new semester, many students may need to
find alternatives to the go-to snacks
of peanut butter sandwiches, crackers
and cookies, unless they want a side
of food poisoning.
Countless numbers of peanut
butter-based products have been
pulled off the shelves after traces of
salmonella bacteria were found last
week in an open container of King Nut
brand peanut butter at a long-term care
facility in Minnesota.
Upon further investigation, U.S.
Food and Drug Administration (FDA)
traced the source of the outbreak to a
Georgia plant owned by the Peanut
Corporation of America (PCA), a peanut processing company that provides
peanut-based products for bulk, commercial and wholesale distributions.
"Our company has worked around
the clock for the last week with federal regulators to help identify any
potential problems," said Steward
Parnell, president of PCA in an official
statement. "Our Blakely [Georgia]
facility is currently not operating as
we continue to work with federal food
safety investigators."

As of Jan. 16, the PCA expanded
its recall to all peanut butter produced
on or after Aug. 8, 2008, and all peanut paste made :...
INSIDE:
on or after Sept. :
CARTOON
26, 2008. In addi- I
tion to King Nut, :
P. 7
many popular •
snack-food companies that buy their peanut butter and
peanut paste from PCA have followed
suit with countless product recalls.
Kellogg Company issued a voluntary national recall of select Austin
Quality Foods, the Keebler Brand and
select snack sizes of Famous Amos
cookies. Clif Bar issued a recall of
select Clif and Luna bar products.
Little Debbie, South Bend Chocolate
Company and General Mills have also
pulled select snack products that may
contain salmonella.
Skippy, Jif, Teddie and Smucker's
are among the brands unaffected by
the recall.
Fairfield officials acted promptly
to the recall and removed potentially contaminated peanut products
throughout campus as well as other
items that could be contaminated.
Notices were placed on all campus vending machines on Saturday at
7 p.m. to warn students not to purchase

peanut butter products, according to
Assistant Vice President for Student
Affairs Jim Fitzpatrick.
"None of the current inven:
: toried items were affected by
i the ban," said Bryan Davis, gen: eral manager for Sodexo dining
• service. "We have proactively
pulled all items that contain
peanut butter from the shelves as of
Saturday and all Sodexo-run venues
on campus."
The bookstore staff also pulled
peanut butter crackers and other
peanut items on Tuesday morning,
according to Fitzpatrick.
While many students remain unaware of recall, Maxine Townsend' 11
would like the ban to be over soon.
"I knew about it [the recall], but
a lot of people didn't know," she said.
"I hope it's over soon because I really
love peanut butter."
Yet, FDA investigations remain
ongoing, especially as more recalls
continue to be announced and instances of contamination surface.
In Connecticut, one five-pound
tub of peanut butter from City Line
Distribution in West Haven contained trace amounts of salmonella,
SEE "SODEXHO" ON P.
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Mixed reaction to Obama's inauguration
CONTINUED FROM P.

1

ences, summed the inauguration up as the dawn that comes
after the night.
"I was born in 1960 and never thought I would see this
day where the message of a political leader is exactly what
I want to hear," Crabtree said, "This is an opportunity to
come together and commit to our common principles rather
than to people whom inhabit offices."
Regardless, not all spectators thought much of the occasion. Andrew Krywucki '11 thinks people across the nation
are making much ado about nothing.
"The ceremony was too long and there was too much
emphasis on Obama as an African-American," he said, adding, "It's hypocritical to say that [Dr. Martin Luther King
Jr.]'s dream came true today because this is not the first time
an African-American has been elected to power."
Likewise, Dan O'Neill '09 echoed Krywucki's comments and viewed the event as bittersweet.
"It's kind of hypocritical considering what's going on

with the economy, but at least America is coming together
for something," he said.
Still, some, like Gabrielle Giuliano '10, saw the inaugural ceremony's lavish price tag as being well worth
the cost.
"Honestly, I think we're at a low point and we need
a party."
Many people agreed that Tuesday was just a beginning.
Paul Lakeland, the chair of the Catholic studies
department, pointed out Obama is not yet the cure-all to
the nation's problems. Change, he said, will come only if
everyone works to bring it.
"Younger people have played such a major role in this
election process," said Lakeland, "The important thing
after today's events is not that they continue to be Obama
supporters so much as that they take up his invitation to
be involved and participate in the hard work of assuring a
secure future for the United States."
Lily Norton, Nina Daoud and Keith Connors contributed to this article.
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Professors weigh in on George Bush's final days
BY CHRISTOPHER HALISKOE

With all of the attention centered on Barack Obama, many people tend to forget the
other side of the story: George W. Bush is no longer president.
Among the groups most excited to see the conservative president vacate that office
is that of Fairfield professors.
"The Bush administration leaves office with 22 percent support, the lowest recorded
for any American president," said John Orman, professor of politics. "Historians, presidential watchers and political scientists are already ranking him at the bottom or near the
bottom of all presidents."
Art History Professor Philip Eliasoph said, "During this woefully mismanaged era,
party politics and many of the President's personal principles were placed before the best
interest of the American people."
"The rich got richer - the poor were left to fend for themselves in the orgy of capitalism without a human face," said Eliasoph.

Many professors have said the former president failed in a number of areas
including the invasion of the Middle
East, his handling of the city of New Orleans after Hurricane Katrina, and most
recently the failure of the economy.
Eliasoph said in a post 9-11 world,
Bush "failed to mobilize the good will of
the world after the 9/11 terror attacks and
asked for no sacrifice from the American
people ready to serve other than to ask
than to ask them to go shopping."
Paul Lakeland, professor of CathoSEE "BUSH" ON P.
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Students react to Obama's transition team
Obama delivering on his promise of change
BY EDITORIAL BOARD HARVARD
CRIMSON (HARVARD) U-WIRE

One need look no further than
President-elect Barack Obama's transition Web site — aptly located at www.
change.gov — to remember his promise
of a new and improved Presidency. Yet,
as Obama begins the vetting process for
cabinet-level and advisory posts, many
Americans have decried his focus on
Washington insiders. Such critics claim
that, by hearkening back to people who
held positions in the Bush and Clinton
administrations, Obama is abandoning
his entire platform of change. What this
argument fails to address, however, is
that even those experienced politicians
whose names may be familiar can still
produce profound change — whether it
be through the generation of new ideas,
or merely that existing ideas are received
by fresh ears.
We strongly believe that one of
Obama's strengths is that he
surrounds himself with
an intelligent, experienced and diverse
set of advisers.
For example,
Obama's
selection
of Sen. Joe
Biden as a
running mate
was not only
a harbinger of
his continued
efforts to make
sure his advisers
are the most qualified, but also marked
a sharp contrast to his
GOP opponent. Moreover, Obama's willingness
to engage with intellectuals of all political stripes
is a welcome change from
the previous administration, which often prioritized
political affiliation over
competency: President
Bush's attempted appointment of Harriet Miers to
the Supreme Court is a
salient example of his utter
disregard for experience and
competency in exchange
for political maneuvering.
As Obama shifts the focus back to
ability, he will have no choice but

to turn to those who are familiar with
Washington politics; this inevitability is
no cause for harsh criticism.
Just as Obama will not appoint
incompetent or unknown people to his
team, he also will not appoint insiders
solely due to their status or popularity.
Analogous to the thoroughness of his
campaign, the vetting process to join
Obama's team is meticulous. Top candidates — including potential Secretary of
State and current Sen. Hillary Clinton —
are required to fill out a 63-item questionnaire. The expansive scope and depth of
questions, which cover everything from a
candidate's involvement in controversial
matters to his or her public speeches,
indicate that every application will be
scrupulously and fairly examined.
Yet another change from previous
administrations is the transparency of
Obama's transition process. His public
Web site contains range of useful tools
and information, including an agenda, an
application to join Obama's administration, and even a blog. Moreover, the Web
site goes beyond mere distribution
of information and actively
solicits feedback from
constituents: Recently,
those subscribed to
the Obama e-mail
list received a survey
asking for opinions
about "where to go
next." During his
campaign, Obama
emphasized grassroots support and public opinion; we are
pleased that this trend
promises to continue
into his presidency.
In these few months
before inauguration, Obama
will set the stage for the next
four, if not eight, years. His
choice to make appointments
based on skill rather than mere
political affiliation is certainly
a refreshing and encouraging
transformation. Even if some of
Obama's selections come from
previous administrations, their
ideas still possess the potential to
bring about change. After all, the
most important change is not a
new roster of names but rather
the action Obama takes
Contributed Photo based on the advice
he is given.

Obama's cabinet appointments contradict
with message
year, he is free to join the administration.
I suppose this would help explain why
ICAN U.) U-WIRE
Biden's chief of staff is a former lobbyist
for Fannie Mae.
Now that he no longer has to pretend
Of course, to anyone who has actually
to be a tax-cutting, corruption-busting, lob- paid attention to Obama's record, this isn't
byist-defying, bipartisan agent of reform, particularly shocking: before he ran for presiour illustrious president-elect, Barack dent, he gladly dealt with lobbyists, taking
Obama, has decided that he's more inter- plenty of money from them, including those
ested in bringing together a team of people of large insurance corporations. So now we
who will ensure that he doesn't do anything know exactly how long Obama opposed
stupid than he is in bringing about
lobbyists for: from the day
any sort of fundamental change.
he began running for
Perhaps he's realized that he's
the presidency unnot quite sure what exactly
til the day voters
he's supposed to do, given
elected him.
that he spent almost his
Obama's
entire time in the Senate
knee-jerk oprunning for the presiposition to
dency. But let's give
lobbyists and
the man a break. After
weird, undeall, who better, really,
fined fetishism
to ensure integrity in
for change was
the White House than Bill
never one of his
Clinton's friends?
stronger intellecLet's review: Our next
tual selling points;
Attorney General looks to be
to a Republican
Eric Holder, a former No. 2
observer such as
in the Clinton Justice Departmyself, these dement. Our next secretary of
velopments are acstate? Possibly Bill Clinton's
tually quite welcome.
wife. Joe Biden's chief of staff,
Obama's clearly a smart - if
Ronald Klain, also served as
incredibly deceptive - fellow
Al Gore's chief of staff. John
and these appointments
Podesta, the man heading up
should make the American
Barack Obama's presidential
people more comfortable
transition team, was Bill Clinwith him than they w6re.
ton's deputy chief of staff. Rahm
If the worst that happens
Emanuel, a former senior Clinton
to this nation is a retread of
adviser, will serve as Obama's chief
the Clinton years, then the
Contributed Photo
of staff. Obama's chief counsel will
potential for redistribution of
be Greg Craig, a former Clinton lawyer.
wealth should be a whole lot
Other former Clinton cabinet members that less terrifying than eye-rolling ourselves
have found their way into Obama's team so to death over the years to come.
far include: William Daley, Carol Browner
But what should the Obama Cult do
and Federico Pena. It's not known at press now? The man has turned off the switch
time whether Monica Lewinsky will serve on the "Hopenosis" and has revealed the
as an intern.
"Change Brigade" for the useful idiots that
And what about those wicked lob- they were. Even Obama's early opposition
byists? On the campaign trail, Obama to the war in Iraq is looking increasingly
declared decisively "they won't find a job meaningless, given that his vice-president
in [his] White House." Now that he doesn't and probable secretary of state were among
have to tell people what they want to hear the biggest Democratic cheerleaders for it.
anymore, he's sounding a whole lot more What should the cult do, then? Take it as
like Hillary Clinton, who famously defend- a wonderful lesson about how fundamened the role of lobbyists in front of MoveOn. tal change isn't the name of the game in
org's annual conference. The Obama team American politics.
has instituted a weird, arbitrary rule that
In D.C., the more things change, they
says: if a lobbyist hasn't worked on behalf more they stay the same.
of any particular interest in more than a
BY ALEX KNEPPER THE EAGLE (AMER-
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Campus crime beat:
Cabbies doing donuts, ice skating and Girl Talk hospitalizations
BY DANIEL LEITAO

Sunday, Jan. 11
2:39 p.m. An 8-year-old boy was sledding on Barlow
field and collided with the fence. He was transported to
the hospital.
Tuesday, Jan. 13
6:04 p.m. A disorderly conduct was issued to students
who had parked their car in the roadway. Upon approach, they
became argumentative with officers over the parking violation.
The student was referred to student conduct.
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Saturday, Jan. 17
2:41 a.m. Four non-students attempted to enter campus.
They were found with marijuana and the operator of the vehicle was arrested.
Sunday, Jan. 18
1:39 a.m. A party in the Townhouses was located. A large
quantity of alcohol was found along with a number of people
exceeding the limit of 49.

Alexandra Gross
EDITOR IN CHIEF
Tom Cleary
MANAGING EDITOR
Lily Norton
ASSISTANT MANAGING EDITOR

2:06 a.m. A non-student was arrested for DUI at the
University's main entrance checkpoint.
The Print Edition

Wednesday, Jan. 14
2:20 a.m. A criminal trespass warning was
issued to a male claiming to be a student
who turned out to not be a student.
11:35 a.m. Vandalism was reported
in Kostka Hall. Lounge furniture was
thrown from the second floor to first
floor of the lounge. Anyone with information can contact Residence Life or
Public Safety.
Thursday, Jan. 15
3:52 p.m. A student recklessly operated their vehicle and was referred to
Student Conduct.
Girl Talk: From the Girl Talk Concert,
there were five students sent from Alumni Hall to
the Health Center and seven students sent directly
to the hospital.
Friday, Jan. 16
12:44 a.m. A harassment case was reported to University Public Safety.
1:33 a.m. A disorderly conduct was issued when a student
attempted to evade Public Safety officers. The student was
caught, identified and referred to Student Conduct.

3:30 a.m. A student was issued a disorderly conduct and
referred to judicial after an argument over a parking space in 'the Village South Lot.
11:29 a.m. Vandalism occurred to
a car in the Kostka West lot. Anyone
with information is asked to please
contact Public Safety.
5:25 p.m. Students were found ice
skating on Hopkins Pond. One student
had cleared the ice of snow with a mattress. Both ponds on campus are not meant
to be skated on under any circumstances.
Monday, Jan. 19
10:54 p.m. A taxi driver was issued a reckless
operation of a vehicle along with a criminal trespass
warning after performing donuts on the road behind
Canisius while passengers were in the vehicle.
5:21 p.m. A water main broke in the Dolan Commons,
resulting in several thousands of dollars of damage.
8:39 p.m. A grease fire occurred in the oven of a Townhouse in the 1 block. Members of a neighboring Townhouse
extinguished the fire.
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11:12 p.m. A freshman was found recklessly operating
a vehicle in the parking lots behind Prep. He was referred to
student conduct.

CORRECTIONS/CLARIFICATIONS
In the Nov. 20, 2008 issue of The Mirror, a letter was published in response to the Oct. 30,2008 story "Voting for Murder" from an alumnus. It was later confirmed that the writer, Thomas Sheen, could not be verified
as a former student of the University. In hindsight, the Sheen letter was a unique and unfortunate circumstance,
and an issue that serves as an invaluable lesson. The Mirror prides itself on accuracy, integrity and welcomes
input from its readers, but if your commentary or letters sent to us, we request you submit all contact information - your name, a valid e-mail address and a phone number - so we can verify your work.
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BE A MIRROR ACCOUNT EXECUTIVE. The
Advertising Director of The Mirror is seeking
undergraduate students to grow and service the
Mirror's advertising clientele. Responsibilities
include site visits and phone correspondence
for ad sales. Work on your own schedule. Paid
position, commission of sales. Freshmen and
sophomores preferred. Contact Christopher
Haliskoe at chaliskoe.gmail.com.
PHOTOGRAPHERS WANTED. The Photography
Editors are looking for students interested in
taking pictures. Minimal experience required.
Contact one of the Photography Editors for mOre
information at mirrorphotos@gmail.com
WRITERS WANTED. Section editors are looking
for students to write on a weekly basis. E-mail
Assistant Managing Editor Lily Norton at
lily.m.norton@gmail.com
Chamber Fabric Company is looking for Account
managers, Payroll Assistant, Book Keeper, Clerk
and sales representatives, We pay $3,000 a
month plus benefits.

Requirements - Should be a computer literate,
candidates must be over 18 yrs of age. Must be
Efficient and Dedicated. If you are interested and
need more information, please send e-mail to
chamberfabricscompanyworldwide@yahoo.com
PART TIME JOB OPPORTUNITY
Charity Safe is interested in hiring additional
cashiers and accountant Representative. If you
are interested contact us via Email Address
at:charitysafe2safe@yahoo.com
Payroll Accounting position available for
2-3hrs and work online and earn much more
S2,500-59,000 monthly. Kindly email me for
details, harrymich019@gmail.com
PART TIME JOB OFFER FROM MINAJ ART
GALLERY!!!
Are you seeking an extra income? Would you like
to work at your own
convenient time and earn right as you work?
We have the answer. A humble applicant should
contact us via Email Address at:
employmentminajOl @gmail.com

ADVISER
Dr. James L. Simon
TO CONTACT US:
MAIL: 1073 North Benson Road, Box AA,
Fairfield University, Fairfield, CT 06824
OFFICE: Barone Campus Center Room 104
MEETINGS: Thursday, 6:30 p.m., Mirror Office
E-MAIL: General: TheMirror.feedback@gmail.com
Advertising: Mirrormanagement@gmail.com

The Mirror strives to report accurately in all its stories. If
you encounter any errors, please contact Editor in Chief
Alexandra Gross at (203) 256-6529.
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lO f\l PAG E5 I LOCAL RESTAURANT CATCHES FIRE, CONTINUED COVERAGE OF OBAMAS INAUGURATION

The day the
"race barrier
was smashed"

Hottamale!
Local Mexican restaurant catches fire
in an isolated area and most of the damage
throughout the restaurant was from smoke and
One of Fairfield's favorite eateries will be closed water damage.
for at least two weeks according to authorities.
The fire escalated a little because of the large
A fire hit La Salsa Fresh Mexican Restau- amount of paper products surrounding the area
rant at 580 Post Rd., last Thursday. Fire authori- behind the counter.
"When I saw the [restaurant] from
ties responded at 3:30 a.m. and stayed
until 6:00 a.m.
the outside I was thinking [the damage]
La Salsa Manager Miguel Rosas
was much worst," said Rosas. "But,
said that the staff is "a little upset that
now we think we can open as early as
they will be out of business for that
two weeks."
time." The owner has decided to pay the
He said he told the fire cleaning
workers for the work they will miss.
service to hurry and they have been
According to Rosas, the fire started from able to restore the restaurant at a fast pace.
the station behind the counter. The fire remained
The damage is estimated to amount to
$50,000. The cost is
covered through the
insurance plan the
;
restaurant
took out
***
kk<
when it first opened.
Most of the maintenance work required
having the inside
repainted.
Rosas said, "A
«4P' f-'
lot of customers
have been stopping
by and saying they
were sorry to hear
[about the fire], and
are excited for the
restaurant to reopen."
BY CHRISTOPHER HALISKOE

Mirror File Photo

Feeling hot, hot, hot: La Salsa will close for two weeks following an isolated
fire behind the counter. The damage was estimated at $50,000.
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cause he is African-American," said
Katelyn Feige '12. "To elect a halfblack, half-white man, no one could
have predicted that decades ago."
Following a speech that lasted
approximately 18 minutes, the inauguration ceremony continued with a
poem from Elizabeth Alexander and a
prayer from African-American pastor
Rick Warren. A luncheon followed with
varying members of Congress, which
was tarnished by the untimely collapse
of Senator Edward Kennedy (D-MA).
Kennedy, who has brain cancer,
experienced convulsions and was
rushed to nearby medical facility.
Obama continued with the official
transfer of the White House, as Mr.
Bush and his wife, Laura, greeted the
new President and First Lady at the
South Lawn of the White House. The
two then retreated to a helicopter bound
for Andrews Air Force base, and then
for the Bush ranch in Crawford, Tex.

The day continued with a parade
down Pennsylvania Avenue that began
at three in the afternoon. Later in the
evening, the President attended a flurry
of formal dinners and balls to commemorate the occasion.
Professors on campus expressed
to their students the importance of
the ceremony.
"In class last week, I made it a
point to engage students by asking
them to recognize our 'unique historical moment," art history professor Philip Eliasoph said. '"Did your
grandparents realize the weight of the
moment when the U.S. entered WWII
after they heard on the radio about an
attack of Pearl?'"
'"And how will you remember —
and tell your grandchildren —about
your days as a college student at
Fairfield, when the race-barrier was
smashed for the American Presidency?" - keep this moment alive!"
Eliasoph added.
Elizabeth Boquet, English Professor and Associate Dean of College of
Arts and Sciences, said "When people
are paying attention to government and
politics, it's usually because something
awful happened. It's not often we witness a positive event in history."

This Week FUSA Presents..

Free EXTREME Bowling!
Thursday January 22
Sign-ups at Alumni Hall 9PM
2009 T-shirts $10 Cash
or FREE if you bowl a 125 or higher!

A

Interested in getting involved with
Programming on campus?
Stop by the FUSA Fair
Wednesday, January 21 in the
BCC Lower Lobby from 10AM-3PM
Talk to board members, suggest program ideas!

Welcome back!
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;Gf\l PAGEO! CONTINUED COVERAGE OF BUSH'S LEGACY AND THE PEANUT BUTTER RECALL

Bush presidency ends on shaky note
CONTINUED FROM P.

3

lie studies, said, "we have seen enormous expansions of the powers of the presidency and an
administration that cynically disregards constitutional freedoms."
Lakeland said Bush
went wrong "by being
fundamentally unethical, deceitful, dishonest
and reckless."
"Bush is undoubtedly one of the worst
presidents we have
ever had, and I will be
heartily glad to see the
back of him," he said.
Some professors
feel that we should
not be so quick to
judge Bush.
Mark LeClair, associate professor of
economics, said, "It is
very difficult to judge
a presidency without
some passage of time, Mission accomplished?
particularly with the
media supporting the opposition."
LeClair said, "The Iraq War was a lightening
rod for all who disliked a president who espoused
conservative views."
Many political experts have talked about
how much Bush's failure brought down John
McCain's campaign.
While LeClair agrees the former administration had a lot to do with the collapse of Bush, he
says "the meltdown precipitated by the collapse of

the financial system was just as important.
Orman also points out the positives:
"He did give more aid to Africa and a second
attack on U.S. soil by terrorists did not happen."
But the professors similar to the rest of the
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Peanut butter ain't that skippy now: Signs appear on vending machines
across campus warning of the recall of peanuts butter and other products.

Sodexho items safe
CONTINUED FROM P.
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George W. Bush will be historic in his own right.
country are looking forward to the future.
" I am uplifted in my spirit to have a new President who will listen and act - not out of predetermined and inflexible ideology but out of a broader
sense of what is morally and constitutionally right
for the values our nation needs to uphold."
What are your thoughts on the Bush presidency? E-mail mirror.comment@gmail.com

1

according to a statement issued by the Connecticut Department of Consumer
Protection.
Nationally, the bacteria outbreak has lead to six deaths, more than 470
cases of sickened individuals in 43 states and upwards of 90 hospitalizations,
according to the Associated Press.
No outbreaks of food poisoning related to peanut butter contamination
have been reported on campus, according to Director of Fairfield's Student
Health Center Gary Nelson.
Salmonella is a group of bacteria that lives in the intestinal tract of mammals. The most common signs of salmonella-related food poisoning are fever,
diarrhea or abdominal cramps, while more severe cases can involve dehydration,
according for the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.
Nelson recommends fluids and rest for treatment of food poisoning, but
if a student has common or severe symptoms, they should consult the Health
Center for an evaluation.
To get the latest on the peanut butter recall and investigation, as well as
a complete and up-to-date list of recalled products, visit www.fda.gov.
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Peanut not welcome

Change has arrived
Over the past eight years, the American people have
endured one of the worst tragedies in the country's history,
fought a seemingly endless war and suffered together as
their economy crashed.
While the George W. Bush era was not all bad, it will be
remembered for the failures and mistakes that made it fodder for comedic shows across the country and has already
led many historians to suggest that Bush is the worst president in American history. On Tuesday, that period in history
came to a close.
Change is not always an easy concept to accept, but at
times it just feels right. The change from Bush to the 44th
President, Barack Obama, is just such a change.
Obama becomes the first ever black president in the
country's history and has ignited a feeling of overall unity
and excitement in the American people. Even overseas, the
feeling of change has swept through the people, giving the
international community a sense that American will return to
its former greatness.
During the inauguration, the crowd chanted Obama's
name, a stirring change from the last inauguration, when
Bush was sworn in once again to a crowd that, on the whole,
- seemed unexcited in the acceptance that he was to stay for
four more years. Finally, a president has emerged once again
that brings charisma and excitement to the stage, with the
ability to motivate the American people to act.
Now the pressure is on Obama. He grabbed the attention
of the nation throughout his campaign and did not stop with
his stirring inauguration speech. He has brought a tear to the
eye of many people who suffered through segregation and
racial prejudice, and all people who want to move towards
a world of racial tolerance. While reaching the White House
alone is quite an accomplishment, Obama has the opportunity to truly make a change. With the poor economy, mounting environmental problems, a war in Iraq and many other
issues to confront within the next 100 days, Obama is looking at a difficult transition, one that could be a barometer of
what he will accomplish in the Oval Office.
It is time to do what Bush didn't, look past partisan
politics and religious issues to deal with problems such as
climate change, gay rights, increasing medical technology
through stem cell research and finding alternatives oil-based
fuel. He has said he wants both liberals and conservatives to
come together with a "sense of urgency."
Obama has proved that the American dream still exists,
that anyone can reach any goal. But now it is his time to
prove that he is deserving of the hype, because the American
people cannot take another disappointing eight years.

In reference to the ban on peanut butter (see "Peanut butter recalled after salmonella found" by Alexandra Gross on p. 2), Stags
center Anthony "Peanut" Johnson goes to the Barone Cafeteria. E-mail your thoughts to mirror.comment@gmail.com.

La Salsa closes temporarily, students mourn

people began texting me, asking if "I was going to
be OK" or that they were "sorry for my loss."
Many people have a daily routine: wake up, get
I do not know if I could go seven days, let
dressed, brush our teeth and take a shower. For me, alone seven weeks, without a fresh taco salad or a
I go to La Salsa.
number two with cheese. I think I am going to need
That's why I was traumatized to hear that the a Mexican food patch or join a "La Salsaholics
Mexican restaurant in downtown Fairfield will be Anonymous."
College students have all but two things present
closed for at least two weeks because of a serious
fire that occurred at 3 a.m. last Thursday, according in their lives: time and money. La Salsa gets that. I
could not figure out how a dinner could be as quick
to the establishment's owner Gary Dean.
The cause of the fire is not yet known. I am putting and cheap as McDonald's but with the same quality
my money on the habanera sauce. That stuff has so and quantity as Joe's American Bar and Grill.
I have used many of my frequent flyer miles
much kick that it should a warning label above the tin
that contains it saying to wash your hands before touch- driving to the point that separates Old Post Road
and Kings
ing your eyes.
Highway
Word spread
in downthrough campus
t o w n
quickly, as La
Fairfield.
Salsa has been
When
a fixture of the
most peoFairfield Univerple think
sity community
about a
for a number of
restaurant
years. Known for
closing
its fast and fresh
for three
food, the eatery
weeks,
has prided itself
they do
on simplicity.
not think
La Salsa's
about how
manager Miguel
it could
Rosas, said that
Mirror file photo
affect the
the staff is "a litlives of the
tle upset that they This isn't a last goodbye: It'll be tough, but we can return to La Salsa
customers
will be out of busi- sooner than you can ask for a Guadalajuara taco platter.
that worness for that time.
The editorial represents the opinion of the majority of The Mirror editorial board.
Fortunately, Dean has decided to pay the workers for ship the kitchen that produces such incredibly
What is your opinion? Write to us: mirror.comment@gmail.com
authentic cuisine.
the work they will miss.
"A lot of customers have been stopping by and
"We will all be taking little vacations," said Rosas.
But for some La Salsa customers, it may be a period saying they were sorry to hear and are excited for
The Mirror welcomes the opinions
the restaurant to reopen," said Rosas.
of withdrawal and remorse rather than a vacation.
and contributions of its readers:
I stumbled upon a Facebook group titled "La
During my conversation with Rosas, I explained
Letters to the editor must be timely and submitted by disk,
that I order either the taco salad or, my personal Salsa R.I.P." The group also said that La Salsa will
e-mailed to themirror.feedback@mail.com
favorite, two taquitos and four quesadillas. Rosas surely be missed.
or submitted through our Web site: www.fairfieldmirror.com.
If I was La Salsa, mounting a comeback on a
immediately recognized that the latter was the
Once received, all letters become property of The Mirror.
marketing
campaign, I would use the slogan, "We
number two special. This is when I knew we were
There are no guarantees of publication and all submissions must be signed.
told you not to mess with that habanera stuff."
on the same level.
TJie Mirror reserves the right to edit letters and articles for content,
Let me be clear; this column is not an obituary.
To understand the importance of La Salsa in my
length and grammatical error. Letters should be free of obscenities
life, you would have to go back to a conversation La Salsa will re-open. It will be stronger, spicier and
and personal attacks, and should contain correct and factual information.
I had with my friend explaining my transition out even fresher than ever.
Please keep letters to under 350 words.
As I drove out of the parking lot after talking
of Barone:
Include a daytime phone number at which the author can be reached.
"The Stag was my gateway drug. La Salsa has now to Rosas, only one thought crossed my mind: "Now
where am I going to eat lunch?"
become my hook. I am going to need a fix soon."
The Mirror is in room 104 of Barone Campus Center
As soon as news of the La Salsa fire broke,
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Finding yourself
in the superficial
college life
CHATTIN' WITH CHAPIN
ANDREW CHAPIN

College eventually must come
to an end. Sticking around past your
prime, especially at the beach, generally distinguishes you as a Fairfield
Apartment-type wash-up.
The final college lap is an amalgamation of all of
the emotions since high school ended. It is the uncertainty of what lies next and the angst of leaving behind
what you have. And after four years, what do you have?
A select few teachers who you respect on a level that
supersedes core classes and inflated GPA's and, hopefully, friends who are worth more than a fleeting smile
at the Grape.
The biggest difference is that, four years ago, we
were embarking on an odyssey of self-discovery. Now,
even if you know who you are, there is uncertainty into
what happens next. Will I be resigned to a six pack, a reclining chair and 10 p.m. bed time after college? Worse,
am I really prepared to participate in the monotonous,
work-related conversations that are solely focused on
how vile your job really is?
When you first arrived at Fairfield, it was about
finding your niche. Everyone was an unfamiliar face,
every smile was fleeting and all you wanted was to be
accepted. As you found your footing (or you didn't),
you made acquaintances through classes, the dorm and
through mutual acquaintances.
By senior year, I must say that most social boundaries are broken down; this allows seniors to maximize
their extra-curricular partying without the pretexts of
social standing. However, there are still enough introverted, high school style groups that occupy the corners
of parties and the hearts of lacrosse players; these trendy
cliques are the most flagrant reminders that Fairfield is
a stepping stool step away from high school.
However, as clique-oriented as Fairfield is, eventually, you realize that it's not about status; it's not about
what those pretty girls who can barely spell their names
think; and it's certainly not about people who believe
they're "the man." Those kinds of people generally stick
together. And yes, they do also suck.
Personalities, at Fairfield, change as much as
majors. It sometimes seems that people have an easier
time redefining themselves than actually being who
they really are. These people have a different group of
friends each semester. They are the typical "Hi, how
are ya?" "Great, thanks," kind of people. Essentially,
if you never saw them again, you probably would not
even realize it.
College is what you make of it. As much as you
can do to define yourself as an individual at Fairfield,
there is an equal number of opportunities to become
just another face in the crowd. I'm not saying that you
have to go on a service trip, or play in the pep band or
even join FUSA. At the end of four years at Fairfield,
as long as you can still look at yourself in the mirror in
the morning, then you're ahead of the curve.
I've moved past caring about who is sleeping with
who, how much tail this person gets as opposed to that
person, and I am certainly unconcerned with who almost
got into a fight with who. Talk, at Fairfield, is the only
cheap commodity; just like some teachers enjoy the
sound of their own voices, so too do Fairfield students.
However, how can you ever be your own person, how
can you ever stand for something more than a vodka 180,
and how can you even stomach a glance in the mirror
if you are a follower?
There has to be more to this world than the drive to
be rich and envied. Put status aside for a second. What
ever happened to being happy? I know plenty .of rich,
miserable people. They're called lawyers.
I began to find that I grew closer to people I used
to make fun of my freshman year, and I grew apart from
people I seemed to get along with so well just a couple
of years ago. Why is that? People grow up, and some
people do not. While I admit that I sometimes judge
people based on appearances, I have found that most
people have a lot more to offer than just their aesthetic
qualities. Even at Fairfield.
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The distinct philosophy behind purchasing your philosophy books: Students stress enough; the bookstore and professors shouldn't provide added pressure.

The moral code of book-buying
BY MICHELLE MORRISON

I have never met a student at Fairfield who genuinely likes
the University bookstore, and for good reason.
The University bookstore's books are excessively overpriced
when compared to almost any other book.source, especially online
retailers like the Amazon.com marketplace and Half.com.
Even worse, the bookstore is notorious for its unreasonable
policies when it comes to the buyback session at the end of the
semester.
' Yes, the bookstore does pay in cash, but it will not buy old
editions or books that teachers are not using the next semester.
Even when members of the staff do take your book, the money
that you receive for it is ridiculously reduced compared to what
the store will charge for the same book when it sells it to your
fellow student the next semester.
Regardless of all of this, the real issue at hand, and the issue
that can be solved, is the faculty's thoughtless attitude toward the
book-buying process.
When communication between the bookstore and the faculty
fails, students and their wallets invariably suffer.
I have experienced and heard many horror stories from fellow
students about problems with the booklist that professors send
to the University bookstore, because when you try to buy a book
online, you run the risk that it will be the wrong book and you
will not be able to sell it back.
I have used Amazon to buy books that professors listed on
the bookstore Web site only to find that my professor changed his
or her mind and took the book off the list, costing me $45.
I bought a book called '"News Reporting and Writing" that
was actually supposed to be listed as "News Writing and Report-

ing." A total loss of $50.
I bought books that my professor never referenced once,
and books that included a CD-ROM for an extra $20 that 1 never
even put in my computer.
Professors, maybe you do not realize that what you are doing is hurting your students. However, in these economic times,
it is imperative that you take a look at the following guidelines
and do what you can to make the weight on our bank accounts
a little bit lighter.
1. Be Accurate
Write down exactly the books that you need. Specify the edition; if you do not need the most recent one, say so, because the
newest edition is always much more expensive than the secondnewest. If you do not need the DVD included, specify that also.
2. Be Fair
Do. not include books that you do not actually need. Utilize
the indications of "necessary" versus "suggested." If you are
putting some of your books up on the electronic reserve, tell your
students that there is another, free source for their textbooks.
3. Be Considerate
In selecting your books, keep in mind price as well as quality.
Also, do not ask us to buy more than five or six, unless they are
inexpensive novels for a literature class or something similar. We
have at least four other classes to buy for as well.
4. Think Ahead
Choose textbooks that you think will be used again in future
courses. Please do not switch them every semester, because if
you do not put in your request for the same book for the following semester, students cannot even try to sell them back at the
University bookstore.

Stick with the new, practical you in '09
BY JANELLE CECCO

It's New Year's Eve, and the ball drops. You exchange hugs
and kisses with your friends and significant others and cheers to
a new year of opportunity and success. And then you continue
to party like any other night.
When you wake up the next morning, however, the reality
of life sets in - hangover and all - and suddenly the dreadful idea
of New Year's resolutions comes to mind. Did you even think
about having one? If so, are you really going to follow it?
A new year implies hope and a fresh start. So a newly
established resolution seems like the perfect thing to jump-start
the next 365 days that lie ahead of us. The hard part is not so
much figuring out what to set as your resolution as much as it is
sticking with the promise you set for yourself.
Probably the most common resolution - getting in shape - is
the one that falls the quickest. So often people set this goal and
succeed the first week or so and then as January progresses it
becomes easier to make excuses to not go to the gym then to actually take the initiative
and follow through with their
eoal.
Read more about New
In a brief article,
"Resolutions That Work," Year's resolutions from
Serge Prengel states that "He Said/She Said" on
research has proven that
p. 15
past two weeks 71 percent of resolutions are
maintained and after six months only 46 percent of resolutions are maintained.
Here at Fairfield, more
specifically at the RecPlex,
getting in shape has been
more than apparent with the
amount of students coming
in and
out of the gym this past week. Whatever the reason may
be - too much drinking and eating over break, wanting to
fit into your bathing suit for spring break that is roughly

five weeks away or simply wanting to feel better about yourself
- the gym has been insanely crowded.
Yes, I am one of the many people who among other smaller
resolutions have set the goal of going to the gym four to five times
this week. And every time I have gone to the gym, I have had to
wait between 10 to 15 minutes to get on an elliptical machine or
treadmill. Will this trend continue or will students begin to lose
motivation and replace going to the gym with other "important"
activities? Only time will tell.
Interestingly enough, getting in shape is the top New Year's
resolution for college students for the year 2009 according to
Audrey L. Kennedy, for Associatedcontent.com. Others include
volunteering, spending more time with family, saving money,
quitting smoking or finding a job. Saving money, especially with
the state of our economy, seems to be an interesting resolution
for college students to obtain, mostly due to the unnecessary,
spur of the moment purchases that college students
tend to make.
No matter what your intentions are for your
resolutions, it is more important that you set a
reasonable and obtainable goal than to set one
that will not last more than a couple of
weeks. Set boundaries and stick with
them. This way, when the year comes
to an end, instead of feeling guilty you
will feel satisfied
Want to read more on that you were
the RecPlex? Read "A able to achieve
something for
Day in the Life..." on
yourself!

p. 17
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The RecPlex is poppin': Fulfill
your resolutions - if you can beat
the crowds and don't mind the wait.
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Girl Talk talks
Fairfield listens
• ••

BY KRISTEN MCMANUS

"Do you guys mind if I continue wrapping while we talk?"
said Gregg Gillis when I walked in to interview him before
his show at Alumni Hall last Friday.
He was referring to the Glad wrap he was methodically
encasing his Panasonic laptop in with Scotch tape. His oldschool computer and clear wrap barrier for it meshed appropriately with his flannel shirt and shaggy brown hair. A folding
table set up next to him held an array of junk-food goodies like
bagels, cookies and soda. Missing was the high-maintenance
vibe of other musicians. For the hip-hop flavored samples
he chooses from popular songs and the flashing lights, earshattering, club beat shows he puts on, he looks more college
boy band member than electronic mashup artist.
All of this adds to the puzzle of why a former biomedical engineer would suddenly aspire to become the next pop
culture prince with a name that seems as outrageous as his
on-stage antics.
So why Girl Talk?
"It's kind of using pop music and pop imagery and the
idea of pop culture-kind of as a way to stir things up in the
underground music scene," Gillis said.
"I felt like a lot of times in those worlds it's very like two
different worlds where you are supposed to hate the mainstream or the mainstream people are supposed to dislike the
underground or whatever. I wanted to pick a name that was
very flamboyant and very over the top in a way that wouldn't
sound like a guy playing a laptop."
Gillis is more than just a random guy with a laptop and
some editing software. He graduated from Case Western Reserve with a biomedical engineering degree and subsequently
worked as an engineer for three years. He said that he never
planned on making music a career; it was something that he
did for fun.
"So this project actually gaining momentum where the
shows were selling out, and I could make money off of it was
a huge surprise to me," he said. "Just during that last year,
things started to take off and it reached a point where I was
playing shows every weekend. It wasn't even like I went on

Jon Ollwerther/The Mirror

In a trance: Gregg Gillis, better known as the man behind Girl Talk, performed in Alumni Hall last weekend.

He did not expect his beats to catch on so quickly and with From there I would say about 25 percent of that makes it into
as great of a force. That is the defining factor for an artist that the live show and maybe 10 percent onto the album. It's just
a drawn out process."
seems to embody the "cool-nerd" edge with ease.
Gillis tries to bring his music to life by using colorful
"The fact that people are into it means a lot more than me
making it. It definitely reflects our ability to process something visuals, by using his stage as a dance floor and by taking his
clothes off during a performance.
on that level," he said.
"That level" refers to the 30-second or so clips from songs
"I think taking clothes off back in the day was kind of an
that he meshes together to comprise a tune. Instead of taking excuse to challenge people- you know, like if I get naked right
unrecognizable beats, however, he pulls from hip-hop songs now, maybe people are going to have fun with this," he said.
Crowds that push the limit are becoming a trademark of
and old-school rock jams to make a lyrical collage soon to
become the next dance club track. In "sampling" from so many Girl Talk's concerts, and they even helped inspire his current
popular songs, however, album title "Feed the Animals."
"The guy who does all my album artwork is named Ancritics of his music have
started to question if he drew Strasser, and he was helping me do visuals for a show and
follows copyright laws.
we brought up inflatables on stage every day," Gillis said.
Gillis believes he re"When we set them up to close to the crowd, they would
spects the limits, however, kind of swallow them up and tear them apart and they were
and continues to challenge just going crazy waiting for the show. He started referring
those who say he ignores to that as feeding the animals when we were setting them up
and that kind of became an extended metaphor for the overall
fair use rules.
"Every piece of music show... including ourselves, like the need to just kind of loosen
is based on influence and up on it and get off on it."
.For a musician who seems to have had luck on his side
based on previously existing model of something," since the beginning, Gillis hopes it continues as such. His
he said. "I grew up with plans for the future appear unsteady, but Girl Talk does not
some hip-hop and some see the need in ending his lucky streak prematurely.
"I kind of work on music all year round, I never have any
electronic music sampling.
I believe you can make goals for the future-he initial ambition for this project has all
transformative music out been shattered," he said. "I'm in a very crazy place right now
of samples in a way that and I'm kind of just riding the wave."
creates a new entity and
* CHECK OUT MORE PHOTOS OF *
simultaneously doesn't
Mirror negatively impact the poRevenge of the nerds: Mashup artist Gillis, a former biomedical engineer, hunches over his tential sales of an artist."
"GIRL TALK" ON p. 12
equipment in front of enthusiastic fans at the January 15 concert.
So far, Gillis has
and it led me to quit the job. It was in front of me that I knew avoided any negative or angry feedback from artI could live off it for at least a year."
ists. He attributes this to the way pop culture has
To sum it all up, he said "Basically in 2006 or 2007, one evolved.
"The idea is creeping up in our culture a bit more
of those years, I used up all my vacation days super early
and that was kind of it, and I had European trips planned so where the idea is out there to use something in our
I had to quit."
culture to make something new," he said.
Right now Gillis averages about one album
That decision to quit led Girl Talk to become an internationally-recognized phenomenon. His laid-back attitude and every two years. His past albums are titled "Secret
rock-band vibe disappears on the stage, where he becomes a Diary," "Unstoppable," "Night Ripper," and the latdancing, sweaty glorified DJ. He comprises his music solely est "Feed the Animals." The process of compiling
from clips from popular songs and believes that this reflects tracks is a "trial and error process," and one song can
the culture of the moment.
change daily.
"I sample whatever I'm listening to," he said.
"It's kind of like the YouTube culture, just being en—
Nick CariuccifThe Mirror
tertained for that second and moving onto something else," "When I hear something, even if I don't like it on a
surface level, I might hear a cool snare or something. Raise the roof: Throngs of students enjoy the high-energy show.
Gillis said.
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Two ofTVs biggest waits return this month
"Lost" crash lands this Wednesday

Contributed Photo

The wait is finally over: After an eight month break, ABC drama "Lost" returns with its final 34 episodes this week.
long wait it leaves it viewers with between seasons. But
alas, the wait is over.
BY JP PORRETTA
This Wednesday, the ABC drama "Lost" will return
Nowadays, there aren"t many television shows worth for its fifth season in a three-hour premiere event. When
watching. Once a very inventive and compelling series, the show last left us in May, six of the plane survivors
"Prison Break" has become as painful as listening to a had finally made it off the island, although their return to
cat run its claws down a chalkboard. Shows like "CSI civilization wasn't as glorious as they had hoped.
Miami" are becoming very predictable, and very hyped
Three years apart from the island had led to an overbut short-lived dramas like "The O.C." rose and fell from whelming feeling of guilt and denial in these survivors,
as they are slowly coming to the realization that they "all
popularity quicker than Limp Bizkit.
Thank goodness for "Lost," the one show on prime have to go back."
Meanwhile, those who were unable to escape the istime that can never disappoint; it's only problem is the

land in last years finale will have to deal with the effects
of the island being apparently being moved.
Did the island really move? If so, did it move in
space or time, or both? What happened to those who
were left behind on the island? We learned that "some
very bad things happened" to them, but what exactly?
How did our hero, John Locke, die in the future? How
will the six survivors make their way back to the island?
These are just some of the many questions viewers hope
to have answered this Wednesday in the premiere.
The premiere episode of season five also marks the
beginning of the end for "Lost," which has already set its
end date to be May 2010. While fans may be upset with
their favorite show coming to an end, the designated end
point also means the show will last only as long as its
story line was intended for, and won't be stretched out
in "Grey's Anatomy" fashion.
"Lost" is best known by fans as the one show that
asks its viewers more questions than actually given
answers. But with the show coming to a close and the
endpoint not far in sight, viewers should look forward
to some of their biggest mysteries of the show to be
revealed in the new season.
With the show getting better and better with each
year, I predict season five of "Lost" to be nothing less
than extraordinary. With only 34 episodes left before the
finale, it's still not too late to tune in. So this Wednesday
be sure to strap yourself down to the couch, turn on
ABC, and get "Lost."

>0<
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read the review of the first
episode of "LOST"
Can't wait that long?

Send your thoughts to
niJjpror.entertaJiirnent@gmail.corri

"Scrubs" revived on the ABC lineup
stay, but being that Dr. Kelso could not set aside his pride, he decided to leave the hospital
anyway. Despite his leave, though, Dr. Kelso still frequents the hospital — he has appeared
in all four episodes because
Hysterical, witty and heartfelt
he
won free muffins for life at
to boot, the comedy-drama series
the
hospital.
"Scrubs" is back for its eighth seaCourtney Cox makes a
son, having aired the first episode of
brief
appearance as the new
the new season on January 6, 2009
chief
of
medicine, but doesn't
on ABC.
last long at the hospital beThe show is centered around narcause the rest of the cast berator and main character John Michael
gin to see her for the type of
"J.D." Dorian while he matures and
person she is: money hungry,
learns life lessons while going on and
and not at all interested in the
off with his best friend and former
patients' well being.
girlfriend Elliot Reid. Death, love, coIn terms of relationships,
existence and friendship are common
J.D. and Elliot have been
themes, as is bending the rules for the
spending a great deal of time
betterment of poor or hapless patients
together, and their relationat Sacred Heart Hospital. Though the
ship has been the strongest
show can be downright silly and ridicuis has ever been, despite the
lous at times — especially when J.D.'s
fact that they are not an actual
daydreams are played out — there is alcouple... yet.
ways a moral for each episode, usually
The most recent episode
narrated by J.D. at the conclusion.
ends
with a talk between Dr.
In the midst of the seventh season,
Kelso,
Elliot and J.D. that was
no episodes were shown between Dec.
sparked
by an interest in why
6,2007 and April 10,2008 due to the
Kelso
has
been at the hospital
2007-2008 writers' strike. The long
everyday
instead
of off playawaited finale aired on May 8, 2008,
ing golf. After the embarrassconcluding the series' run on NBC.
ment passes, he answers that
Season seven ended on an amhe comes to the hospital daily
biguous note with J.D. and Elliot lying
Contributed Photo
simply because he likes gonext to one another on a bed holding
ing there; he instructs Elliot
hands, all the while discussing their Long-running sitcom moves to ABC: After a successful seven year stint on NBC, Scrubs returns for perhaps its final season on ABC.
and J.D. to stop caring about
past relationship, which includes their
what everyone else thinks,
several romantic encounters. In this
moment, it became clear that Elliot was not, and will most likely never be ready to marry do what they like, and seek what makes them happy.
The story lines of the past four episodes of season eight have resembled the earlier seaher now ex-fiance, Dr. Keith Dudemeister.
Season eight began with quite a surprise. Chief of Medicine Dr. Kelso was forced into sons, in that they have been, frankly, more serious and less silly, which I'm sure has pleased
retirement after Elliot expressed that she wanted to throw him a birthday party. Eventually, the die-hard "Scrubs" fans. All in all, the eighth season has succeeded at meshing ridiculous
board found out his actual age, which was over 65. The board decided that it would let him antics and story lines with very realistic, relevant life situations.

BY SARAH FRANK

12 JANUARY 22, 2009

The

ENTERTAINMENT

Minor

Girl Talk turns Alumni Hall into dance floor last Thursday
All photos by Alden Hawkins/The Mirror

What songs are taking over the airwaves:

>

BY JP PORRETTA

All those good looks and talent to go with it? I never thought
I would admit to enjoying a Taylor Swift song, but this song is
certainly a keeper. "Love Story" is the first lead single to
come from the 18-year-old's new album,
"Fearless." Climbing the iTunes
and radio charts, the
modern day
Romeo and
Juliet story is
sure to be favorite for listeners already fans
of Swift, and a
guilty pleasure for
the rest.

Katy Perry is hit making machine. First hitting
the airwaves last spring
with "I Kissed a Girl,"
Perry was featured consistently all over MTV,
VH1, iTunes and popular radio stations. Since
then, she has revisited
that number one spot
with her second single
"Hot n Cold." Now,
Perry is climbing the
charts with her newest single "Thinking of You." Much different from her other singles,
"Thinking of You" is a great ballad that shows the musical talent that
Perry possesses, both vocally and instrumentally.

Is it possible for these boys not to write a chart topping hit?
After the release of the band's debut album "How to
Save a Life" in 2005, The Fray quickly rose to
the top on every possible chart. After
disappearing for two years to
write and record their
sophomore album, the
four boys from Denver hit the airwaves last
month with their new single "You Found Me." Arguably the group's best single
yet, the song already gives
hope that its new record, titled
"The Fray," will certainly be
no sophomore slump.

Already takes the cake for most overplayed song of
the year. Still, Lady Gaga's new single "Just
Dance" has become a quick chart
topper, with its catchy
refrain being embedded in the minds of
each listener it comes
across. Time will tell,
though, whether this
new starlet will become
a new face of pop music,
or just one of the many
one hit wonders.
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'VAGINA MONOLOGUES" BREAKS THE SIEENCE

Jack McNamara/The Mirror

A "V" for Victory: An all-female cast performed "The Vagina Monologues," a series of monologues promoting an end to violence against women and girls, this past weekend..This
was the first time the production was allowed to run at the University. The Fairfield administration has opposed it for the past two years.

After a two-year wait, renowned
"Monologues" inspire and educate
commitment to gender diversity and social justice
that we, unlike the University of Notre Dame or
"The Vagina Monologues," a series of mono- Marquette University, among other religious inlogues performed by an all-female cast, was stitutions of higher education, embraced and supperformed by Theatre Fairfield this past weekend, ported this production of critical feminist work,"
with ticket sale profits benefitting VDay, a global Boryczka added.
Each of the actresses involved in the show
movement to end violence against women and
girls. The "V" in VDay is meant to symbolize the did a brilliant job in representing the individual
words Valentine, Vagina and Victory, and encour- monologues, and the cast and crew worked hard
to produce an entertaining and enlightening final
ages respect toward women.
The funds from Fairfield's performance of the production. Anne Krane '09, a member of the cast,
show were donated to the Helena Ptochia Founda- said that the show allowed the cast members to
tion, with the money going toward helping to build "learn a lot more about each other."
Having a male director, Gary Lee Pelletier '09,
a hospital in Ghana in order to rehabilitate women
allowed Krane and fellow cast members to "hear
victimized by violence.
The bold monologues portray the views and questions that men have about women, and for a
experiences of different women from around the man to hear questions women have about men. It
world. By creating a casual environment through created an open dialogue," she said.
"I really enjoyed being part of this production
accessible language and realistic female experiwhich,
for me, involved navigating the livingences, "The Vagina Monologues" allows viewers
learning
boundary," said Boryczka. "As a profesto connect to the various stories and better undersor, I usually participate more in the 'learning'
stand the play's message.
As a Jesuit university, Fairfield has been op- aspect of campus life, but this production allowed
posed to the performance of "The Vagina Mono- me into a powerful lived student space of the thelogues." For the past two years, the performance ater and the audience which attended."
The play has been a topic of discussion ever
of the show was cancelled by the administration
of the University only days before its perfor- since its first performance by playwright Eva Enmance. Therefore, the cast was excited to finally sler in New York City in 1998.
The news surrounding the play only adds to
be allowed to perform this year, following the
disappointment that resulted after the past year's its impact - while many people are uncomfortable
attempt.. This year's performance, however, was discussing the content of the show or even menreceived with excited audiences; each of the three tioning its title, the performance of the play helps
performances sold out and lines of students waited to break the silence under which many women
in the lobby of the PepsiCo Theatre, hoping to get must suffer in a violent world.
Because of the worldwide media coverage of
a last-minute ticket from the wait-list.
the
play,
"The Vagina Monologues" has managed
Jocelyn Boryczka, a professor and the directo
initiate
an international discussion of the viotor of the Peace and Justice Studies department
at Fairfield, performed the introductions for the lence facing females around the world.
Since its debut, the play has been performed
individual monologues throughout the show. "At
Fairfield University, there was no administrative in 45 languages in one 120 different countries
across the globe.
resistance to the production," said she said.
"Indeed, it speaks volumes about our campus

The director
speaks out

BY MlKAELA TlERNEY

BY GARY PELLETIER

The talented group of women who have
collaborated their time and energies on the
production of "The Vagina Monologues"
here at Fairfield University were stunningly
beautiful and genuine as they poured their hearts out on stage for those
of you who were fortunate enough to have been able to nab a ticket
to one of the three sold out performances.
As the artistic director of this piece, I have been blessed to witness
the glory of this brilliant piece of scripted activism! This production
is more than courage. It is more than the debunking of the unfair and
unhealthy taboo that is the word "vagina" in our society.
This production is more than what those who try to kill it
believe it to be.
Women and girls around the world, America included, continue to
suffer at the hands of patriarchy. The residue of the inequality between
the men and women who walk this earth can be detected from the
wage gap in this county all the way to sexual violence happening in the
eastern Democratic Republic of Congo, where rape is being used as a
war tactic to torture and humiliate women and girls. This systematic
sexual violence destroys entire families and communities as well. This
is femicide. This is the destruction of women.
This production is the understanding that something must be done
to stop the femicide that our world is waging on women and girls. This
production is the students of Fairfield University's awareness that college should be a mecca of ideas and questioning of these ideas while
simultaneously acting as a breeding ground for political and social
change in this country. This production is about saving humanity on
this earth! It is about stopping the destruction of women and their
vaginas - OUR portals to life!
Our production of "The Vagina Monologues" is about preventing
the end of the world through the salvation of humanity's greatest natural
resource - not oil, not gold, not George Bush - but women!
PELLETIER

An ally,
Gary Lee Pelletier
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GCI travels to New Orleans, restores homes with green products
BY VAL BERTOLAMI

The Green Campus Initiative's (GCI)
trip to New Orleans proved to be an eyeopening experience for the 38 Fairfield
students involved. Three years after Hurricane Katrina hit the Gulf Coast, there are
still parts of the city today that are in need
of repair. Students were able to restore those
areas most devastated by the storm as well
as experience the unique culture of New
Orleans.
During the trip, students visited the
Lower Ninth Ward, an area of the city close
to the Levees. The proximity to the Levees
resulted in the complete destruction of this
neighborhood. What struck the group most
was the fact that over three years later, these
homes looked exactly as they had imme-

**
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trip "helped emphasize that small actions
can go a long way, as we had complete
strangers approaching us on the streets
thanking us for what we were doing."
Some residents even dropped off baked

"It's hard not to instantly fall in love
with the city," said Girvan.
Not only was the week an opportunity to experience a one of a kind city, but
there also was a great amount of work ac-

Together New Orleans, which recently
started a Go Green Movement. This meant
that the products they used to restore a home
were often recycled from other homes. They
also used environmentally friendly paints and
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NEW ORLEANS

diately after the storm hit. Many of. these
homes still had people's personal belongings
around. There also'were many staircases
that led to nothing because the house that
they led to had been destroyed. Seeing this ■
destruction is something that the group said
they will never forget.
"We started to wonder where the
family was, if they were all together, if
they were ever coming home," said Terese
Girvan '09.
The group visited many different
areas of the city and found each part to
be impressive.
"The architecture of the houses is so
beautiful," said Jeanine Conway '09, "and it
was exciting to see some of the homes that
were rebuilt and how they are bringing life
back to the city."
The people of New Orleans are very
proud of where they are from and wanted
to share their pride with Fairfield.
Mary Catherine Taylor' 11 said that the

Contributed Photo

Going green in New Orleans: Thirty-eight members of the Green Campus Initiative, GCI, traveled to New Orleans over winter
break to repair the remaining damages from Hurricane Katrina using green products.

goods at the work sites to show their gratitude to the volunteers.
The people of New Orleans wanted to
give the students an authentic experience of
the city. One local artist opened up his gallery after hours so that they could experience
true New Orleans art, and the wait staff at a
restaurant gave them a history of the Creole
food before their meal, turning the dinner
into a learning experience.

complished by the dedicated group. At the
beginning of the week, they were separated
into four different groups that were each in
charge of a different project. At the work
sites, students were responsible for restoring
homes by completing tasks such as grouting bathroom tile, restoring porches and
floors, laying hardwood floors and tiles, and
scrapping and painting a house. The group
worked with the organization Rebuilding

Reflections: What New Orleans was really like

used bamboo wood for the hardwood floors.
The trip to New Orleans is one that will
not be forgotten by both the Fairfield students involved and by the countless people
whose lives were made better as a result of
GCI's hard work. Galen Vinter '09 expressed
his fulfillment with the trip by saying, "The
students gave it their all and proved to New
Orleans, Fairfield, and themselves that their
hard work really can make a difference."
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BY KRISTEN MCMANUS

Kristen McManus '09 is a member of GCI and participated on the trip to New Orleans.
On the last night of the trip that 38 Fairfield kids took to
help rebuild New Orleans, everyone said their own short piece
about what they took out of the experience. Among the differences emerged the common thread of disbelief at the state of
the city and the need to urge others to help. The city looks as
if Katrina happened recently - not three years ago.
The Lower Ninth Ward, the community most destroyed
by the storm and closest to the levees still looks like a ghost
town. Newly built or renovated houses pop up sporadically,
and Brad Pitt's sustainable housing projects stand impressive
amongst the ruin.
The contrast among the different settlements is dis-

Vmter >o9

heartening. Eerie seems most appropriate to describe the
multitude of house foundations that stand alone and the
ruined houses bearing spray painted messages like "two
found dead in garage."
The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, those responsible for
rebuilding the levees, have only rebuilt them to pre-Katrina
levels. Joel K. Bourne, a Senior Editor at National Geographic,
wrote in a 2007 article that "The system is actually riddled
with flaws, and a storm even weaker than Katrina could breach
the levees if it hit this year, say leading experts who have
investigated the system."
It seems that the city's future depends on non-profit sector companies and volunteers. Without them, New Orleans
would be forgotten.
A question that I cannot seem to justify, however, is
why the city would rebuild an area likely to be washed out

again. Or, why would the Army Corps only build the levees
to pre-storm standards? Why rebuild imperfections when they
initially served as a city's downfall?
Hope blooms from the efforts of humans. The only way
to restore hope to a city washed away is to bring it back again,
yet better and stronger than before. People need to go and see,
and then act on that experience.
As the economy continues to dwindle and college graduates begin to examine every opportunity available, more are
turning to a year of service. AmeriCorps needs volunteers in
New Orleans, and Fairfield students should take a look at the
multitude of job openings there.
A year spent rebuilding homes while absorbing the colorful jazz, artist and Bourbon Street culture could help shape
the life of a family who lost their home passed down from
generations ago.

Editor: Courtney Kern

Josh Kenney
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HE said / SHE said

Tina Masciadrelli

You say you want a resolution
Welcome back!
To those of you who
were traveling abroad,
welcome back as well. While you
may miss the non-American lifestyle and, as I have heard, substantially easier coursework, I'm
sure you are happy to be back
at Fairfield. (Oh, and if you don't
like my column feel free to
join the distasteful and unprofessional Facebook group
dedicated to the slander
of my writing.)
If your New Year's
resolutions haven't
already crumbled, or
you didn't make one
yet, I wouldn't worry
too much about it. On
New Year's, I promised
to get this column in on
time and to remember
more of my weekend
nights. Unfortunately this
past weekend saw that plans
demise.
I suppose the whole point of
New Year's resolutions is, well,
pointless. Just as I guarantee
you that there will be fewer
eyesores in the RecPlex in less
than two weeks, no amount of
willpower will make a college

student drink less alcohol.
In short, we're all stuck in
our ruts.
So instead, let's think about
making more reasonable goals.
These reasonable goals include,
but are not limited to: looking at
less porn, going to class more,
masturbating less and drinking
more water before you pass
out on your couch.
As our senior year draws
to a close we should make
some extra special resolutions. May I remind you
all that in just four short
months this dream will
end.
Instead of living
with regrets in regards
to friendships, opportunities and love, make
a resolution to write a
future you want to embrace.
On a less depressing note,
live it up, especially you, seniors.
There are hundreds of beers to
drink and plenty of parties to
attend. Or as Stanczyk would
say, pound brews or pound box.
Either way, make it a semester
to remember.

We're back! And I've missed speaker, "I need two Big Macs,
all of you terribly. For ev- a four-piece chicken nugget and
eryone that was abroad don't forget the extra BBQ sauce!"
first semester - welcome back When you're sitting at the gym
to America. I hope you enjoy pissed off because you have to
this fabulous little column you've wait for a machine, keep that imbeen missing out on. To my fellow age in the back of your mind.
seniors - we've all been dreadInstead of resolutions, let's
ing this day, the beginning of our make some semi-attainable promlast semester at Fairfield. I can't ^^Jses to ourselves and call
even comment further about this
^hem "College-Level Goals
because my eyes will fill up with
' for 2009." For example,
tears.
the other night I completely
That being said, let's discuss
, wiped out on Reef Road
the New Year. Clearly, you all
when I slipped on ice
made a resolution to work
while running in heels
out more in 2009 because
from the Grape to
the RecPlex has been
my house. (The
1
at maximum capacity
^omen's Olymsince we got back. I've
pic Gymnastics
seen this phenomenon
Team has already
occur every year since
contacted me to dis2005. After New Years and
cuss my stellar tuck and
two weeks before Spring
roll performance.) So my
Break people decide to dust
positive goal for 2009 will
off their sneakers and attach
to be more cautious while running
themselves to treadmills. It's under the influence - or to at least
not rocket science people - two get back on my feet as quickly as
weeks of cardio will not undo an possible to decrease the number
entire year of consuming nothing of eye-witnesses. So go ahead and
but Bud Light and Dominoes. In make some of your own goals,
a few weeks, 75 percent of these and remember it's all about baby
temporary gym rats will be seen steps.
at the McDonald's drive-thru at 3
Welcome back and cheers to
a.m., drunkenly shouting into the 2009 - please enjoy responsibly.

1275 Post Road * Fairfield, CT 06024
In the Brick Walk (next to Citibank)

203-255-3330

Student Special
Mon-Wed
Manicure & Pedicure $25

Waxing * facials * Massage * Chair Massage

1275 Post Road • Fairfield, CT 06824
In the Brick Walk next to Tiffany Nail
Your One Stop for Hair and Nails
203-254-1015
Student Special
"with Student ID
"Junior & Senior Stylists
"Mention student discount
when booking appointment
20% OFF cuts and colors • 10% OFF all products
Men's cuts $18
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College Crossword
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Change Has Come to America
ACROSS
1. No Clue
5. farmer's reward
9. paperlike cloth made in the
South Pacific
13. deep-sea fish
14. All in the Family creator
Norman
15. type of finch
16. a sample of what's to come
18. dug for information
19. attacks the good name
20. European country
21. America, for short
22. kids get an immunization for
this
23. avenue where the president
lives
28. frozen rain
29. a good story
30. Spanish sun
33. wall slot
34. Nickelodeon goop
36. not covered
37. recipe measurement (abbrev.)
38. on top
39. Site of a war and now divided
40. January 20th, every four
years, one occurs
43. gull or pelican, perhaps
46.each

47. very small
48. coil in which voltage is
induced
53. come into being
54. states of buoyancy
55. bathroom floor option
56. distinctive elegance
57. applaud
58. they're electric
59. he explored Antartjca
60. clean
DOWN
1.couch
2. long narrative poem
3. raise a trivial objection

1
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by Joshua O'Connell
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19
21
24

25

28
34

37

30

35

38

44

31

32

36
39

40
43

41

45

42

46

47

48

53

54

55

58

58

49

1

59

4. you, in Shakespeare?
5. elegant
6. close again
7. Quaker's famous product
8. found before fix, or just found
before
9. famous Mother
10. former Israeli prime minister
Sharon
11. puzzle unit
12. mountain range, or a candy
15. type of body injury
17. believe
20. category
22. not sir
23. a quiet "YO!"
24. comes before ems
25. less than average tide
26. it's usually for safety
27. competing
30. outfit worn by Hindu women

Place the numbers 1 through 9 in the grid so they appear once In
each row, column, and nine-box square.
PUZZLE #2-MEDIUM

4

29

33
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PUZZLE#1-EASY

27

26

Minor

3 U LJvJI\LJ LOGIC PUZZLE

20

■

23

The

COFFEE BREAK

50

51

52

"

60

7
2
6
1 7
9 8
3
2
4
5
1 8
2
4
5
2
7
6
5
1
9 2
9
8
6
7
4 9
6 1
6
5
9
7

31. popular cookie sandwich
32'. low in fat

looking for the answers? Head online to check
your answers at www.fairfieldmirror.com

Week of
Ol/W/08

8
9

6
5 1

9
7

9
5

3
5
8

1
2
4

PUZZLE #3 - HARD

34. extra
35. not soft
36. machine that does tasks, for
short
38. not divided
39. diamond measurement
40. wading birds of warm regions
41. loud, confused noise
42. lock up or punish
43. large number
44. creepy
45. lagoon surrounded by coral
48. friend
49. having dealings with others in
a considerate way
50. tangerine/grapefruit hybrid
51. consume a book
52. sports award on TV
54. second month, for short

8

8
7

4

8
2
7

5
7
2

5

3

7

8 5
9

1

PUZZLE #4 - BRAIN FREEZE

4 6
2
8
3

5 6 9
2
4

6
8
7
4
3
9 7
2 3
4
6
9
8
9
1
2
2
8
4 5 7

2
3
7 9
8

6 5
7

1
9 2

1
4

3 8
9
1

5
8
7 9

Looking for the answers? Head online to check
youranswersatwww.fairfieldmirror.com
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On-Campus Recruiting & Internship Application Deadlines

Many people rely on The Mirror
as a secondary source of relief.

Write for us...
...and be Fairfield's print
version of Ex-Lax.

Send us your stories:
E-mail

TQM.W.CLEARY@GMAILCOM

The future of toilet reading
material is in your hands.
(Pardon the pun.)

MIRROR

Transfer Pricing Intern
Ernst & Young
Prudential Financial (RI) Sales Desk Intern
Sales Representative Trainee
Sun life Financial
Information Management
GE
Leadership Intern
Financial Management Program Intern
Financial Representative Intern
Northwestern Mutual
Financial Representative Full Time
Northwestern Mutual
UBS Investment Bank Operations Intern
UBS Investment Bank Finance Intern
Bridgewater Associates Operations, Portfolio & Trading Assoc.
Enterprise Rent-a-Car Management Trainee Intern
Enterprise Rent-a-Car Management Trainee
Dylewsky,Goldberg &
Brenner LLC
Summer Accounting Intern
Be sure to check eRecruiting regularly for updates!!!

1/28
2/5
2/6
2/10
2/10
2/11
2/11
2/13
2/13
2/12
2/13
2/13
2/15

Employer Presentation:
Bridgewater Associates
5:00-6:30p.m.
Kelley Center Presentation Room

2/5

Washington Internship Program Presentation
5:00-6:30p.m.
Kelley Center Presentation Room

2/9

Career Fair-Not just for Seniors...
Thursday, February 12, 2009 11:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m. RecPlex (next to
Alumni Hall)
Employers meet and recruit Fairfield students for internships or fulltime employment.
Dress Professionally.. .Bring Plenty of Resumes...
All students welcome...
Resume Review at Jazzman's
Do you have a quick question.. .want your resume reviewed???
Meet us in Jazzman's Cafe from 11:00 AM-1:30PM

www.fairfieldmirror.com

A day in the life:
BY BRIDGET LANE

JANUARY

SPORTS

Happenings at the RecPlex
are more than meets the eye

Some senior citizens, faculty members, and very few early-rising students
make their way through the RecPlex's
door to get in their morning workout.
One man jumps on the treadmill
with a towel laid over his shoulder,
an attempt to get in his morning walk

around the cardio machines, and took
note of what these boys came to look
The Leslie C. Quick Jr. Recreat and it did not take long for me
ation Complex is a two-level brown
to realize that just about every girl
and tan stone building nestled right
on the cardio machines wore either
after the entrance to Fairfield Universpandex pants or incredibly short
sity. At first glance from the outside
shorts, accompanied by tank tops or
of the building, the
tight fitted T-shirts.
entrance to the RecPlex
I looked down at
does not stand out, and
my own attire and resimply bridges together
alized that I certainly
Alumni Hall and the
did not fit in with these
gym. On weekdays, the
girls. My white high
gym opens at 7 a.m. At
school soccer shorts and
this very cold, damp,
old Fairfield lacrosse Tand slightly darkened
shirt certainly did not fit
hour of the morning,
in with what the rest of
very few people - never
the girls were wearing.
mind students - walk
I took a lap around all
through the RecPlex's
the cardio machines
glass doors.
and could only find
As a part of workone other girl dressed
study, a student and a
like me. As I watched
Mirror File Photo
full-time staff member
these girls work out in
are stationed at a large Which way to the gym?: The RecPlex - a gym, social gathering
these ridiculously small
round oak desk as soon place, and deep insight into the life of a Fairfield student
outfits, my first thought
as you walk into the RecPlex, ready while avoiding the whipping winds was that there was no way they could
to swipe the StagCard of those who that knock off the leaves on the brown be comfortable, and in fact, they didn't
enter the building. These students have and white trees outside. He watches a appear to be. Girls had to keep pulla great work-study job. They don't few ladies dressed in puffy vests and ing down their very tight tank tops
have to say anything. Every student furry ear muffs walk around the track, and spandex shorts, or rolling up their
and member knows that as soon as trying not to get run over by either shorts six times.
they walk into the Rec Plex that they the men's lacrosse team or the crossTaking a look closer, girls had on
have to hand over that red and white country team.
all of their jewelry, watches, earring,
StagCard with the unflattering picture
As the day progresses, more and rings and necklaces. I became nervous
of himself or herself to the male or more students fill the RecPlex. At that one of the girls on the treadmill
female behind the desk. They sit at around 11 a.m., the area starts to get was going to have her earrings ripped
the desk for a few hours while reading, a little busier.
straight out of her ears. She had on the
catching up on homework, or gigAs more and more students kind of earrings I see in rap videos:
gling over what someone has posted pour in through the door, I started thick gold hoops complete with her
on Facebook. One long, dark-haired to take notice of the general attire of name written in script in the middle of
worker sits gabbing on the phone to the average RecPlex goer. Fairfield the hoop. They swung in every which
her best friend as she takes StagCards girls certainly have a unique sort of direction as she slowly jogged, and her
and swipes them all day long.
dress code, even for the gym. While slit like sagging earring hole seemed
Lifeguards, with eyes half open stationing myself on the elliptical fac- to get longer and longer....
and a coffee usually sitting adjacent to ing the entrance to the RecPlex, I was
TO CONTINUE READING
a table gaze out onto the pool, and even fascinated by the number of guys who
"A DAY IN THE LIFE."
manage to glance up from their home- kept walking by the cardio machines,
LOG ONTO
work every minute or so to make sure going completely out of their way to
FAIRFIELDMIRROR.COM
that the swimmers who have jumped pass these machines on the way to the
in the pool are still floating along.
free-weight gym downstairs. I looked
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Letter to the editor:
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opponents such as NCAA runner-up Memphis, nationally
powerhouse Connecticut, and always competitive Virginia
Tech, we should be very solid in conference and play and
could very likely be playing hoops deep into the madness
of March for the first time in years.
What we also liked about Cooley is that is he not just
about winning. He also spoke of his commitment to developing his players off the court by helping them become young,
responsible men, not afraid to discipline them for missing
classes and not keeping up with their assignments - the mark
of a man of character and a person you really want running
your basketball program.
Overall, this is truly an exciting time that can create a
new generation of spirited Stags on a sports level but it also is
a very exciting time because it reminds us how athletics can
transcend the win-loss column and help play an important
role in the administration's broader mission to take this institution to new heights. The impact of successful sports teams
goes well beyond the field in that it can change the dynamic
of the campus, re-engage alumni with the University and
offer Fairfield national exposure. Success in a marquee sport
like men's basketball and the media attention it would bring
could do wonders in growing the university's applicant pool
and bolstering its academic profile, increasing alumni pride
and enhancing the name recognition of the university.
That is why it's critical to continue to fund our programs to the fullest extent possible by offering scholarships to student athletes and having first rate coaches and
top notch facilities. It's safe to say that some of our peer
schools would not have actualized their potential and
become the pre-eminent Jesuit institutions in the country
to the extent that they have today if not for the success of
their athletic programs.
In closing, we look forward to the rest of the season
and hope alumni, students and the University community
at large come together to support the Stags at the Arena at
Harbor Yard. Fellow season ticketholders, who are a bit
older than us, often recount the golden years during the
1960's and 1970's, telling stories about the time hundreds
of fans boarded trains bound for New York City on their
way to Madison Square Garden to watch the Stags defeat
Marshall in the NIT, or the time that Fairfield beat a nationally ranked Holy Cross team in front of a raucous Alumni
Hall home crowd that literally shook the building. They
reminisce and remember and wait to experience those days
of Stag glory again.
We believe that time has come.
Sincerely,
Anthony Catino '04 and Thomas Catino '08

MIRROR SPORTS
CHRIS SIMMONS

3x5
INAUGURATION EDITION

1. How did you commemorate
Inauguration Day?

By working in The Mirror office for
12 hours.

Not by eating Biden's Pot Pie at
the cafeteria. Really, Sodexho?
Really?

By wishing I celebrated the same
way I did Martin Luther King Day
last year. But, I can't really print it.

2. Best fictional president in a
movie?

Martin Sheen in "West Wing."

"Get off my plane!" - President
Ford

"The American President" - Andrew
Shepherd. Who can resist Michael
Douglas?

3. Who is your favorite U.S.
President?

John F. Kennedy. Irish-American
pride.

Millard Fillmore, just for the name
alone. And he granted territorial
status to New Mexico.

FDR. If only he could walk....

4. Who would win in one-onone: Barack or Cooley?

Barack, he's shifty on the court.
Cooley has a little bit of a size advantage though, so who knows?

No, he didn't! No, he didn't!

Cooley is like a scary bear. I don't
think he would hesitate to knock anyone down or throw some 'bows.

5. If I was in charge, I'd put
(name) on Mount Rushmore.

Tom Brady; I don't care if he was
hurt this year, he's still amazing.

Samuel Adams. Always a good
decision.

Whoever invented the oatmeal
cream pie. Those things are delicious. Or Jesus. He was pretty
cool too.

■
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WOMEN'S BASKETBALL

Beating up Buffalo:

;HE SAID IT...

Lownenthal's big weekend has the Stags full
steam ahead into marquee matchup with Marist

"Marist is the gold standardfor
a second outside scoring threat, teams are
able to focus on stopping Lowenthal.

BY CHRIS SIMMONS

our conference. A few bad minutes
could lead to 20 points against a
team like Marist."
Head coach Joe Frager regarding the Stags'
mentality heading into the team's upcoming
game against Marist (17-1).
iGAME OF THE WEEK ;

Fairfield @ No. 20 Marist
Friday, Jan. 23,7pm
This Friday marks the teams' first regular season
game. Marist's lone loss this season came to Big
XII's Oklahoma State.

IMAAC STANDINGS 1
Team
Marist
Canisius
Fairfield
Siena
Loyola (Md.)
Manhattan
Rider
Iona
Saint Peter's
Niagara

.

Overall Conf.
17-1
8-0
13-5
5-2
10-8
5-2
4-3
5-11
3-4
8-9
6-12
3-4
6-12
3-4
10-9
3-5
5-11
2-5
0-7
1-17

tent outside threat to help balance their
offense. Fellow senior Groom has steadily
Women's basketball swept their
seen increased playing time since recovBuffalo road trip for only the fourth-time
ering from an early season injury. She
in program history to improve to 10-8
scored a career-high 26 points against
overall and 5-2 in the MAAC.
Niagara, including three shots from
The second-place Stags received big
behind the arc.
games from seniors Baendu Lowenthal,
"We need to find that consistent
who was named the MAAC Player of the
outside shot," said Frager. "Lauren
Week, and Lauren Groom.
Groom had good games in Buffalo.
"Canisius is very, very good," said
We need some outside punch from
head coach Joe Frager. "To be able to
her and Pina."
win both games in Buffalo, which hasn't
Lowenthal has continued to perform
happened often, was big. Canisius came
as Fairfield's top player all season. She
in in the top-10 in three-point shooting
leads the Stags in scoring and is second
and we did a nice job shutting that down.
in rebounds and assists.
It was big getting that win."
"In the past couple of games, Groom
The Golden Griffs were on a ninehas stepped up," said Lowenthal. "Pina
game winning streak and entered the
and Caskin and the rest of my teammates
game sixth in the nation in shooting behave played well."
hind the arcat 39.7 percent. But Fairfield
Fairfield will next face No. 20
held them to shooting 3-for-18.
Marist on Friday afternoon. The Red
Fairfield has played well in the
Foxes boast the reigning MAAC
MAAC, despite losing twice to Iona.
Player of the Year, Sixth Woman of
Fairfield's non-conference losses have
the Year, Rookie of the Year and Coach
been several close games.
of the Year.
"We're where I thought we'd be,"
"Marist is the gold standard for
said Frager.
our conference," said Frager. "We need
"But, I would have liked to have won
Mirror File Photo to play with poise; a few bad minutes
On a roll: Senior forward Baendu Lowenthal,
a few more non-conference games."
could lead to 20 points against a team like
last week's MAAC Player of the Week, scored 20
Lowenthal averaged 20.5 points and
Marist. We can't have sloppy periods."
points in the Stags' 76-63 win over Niagara.
10.5 rebounds against Canisius and NiagLowenthal said that Fairfield needs
ara. She also became the seventh player
to focus on their own game.
in program history to surpass 1,300 points
"More often than not, teams attempt
"In the MAAC, you never know what
and 700 rebounds during her career.
to double-team B," said Frager. "They can happen," said Lowenthal. "I'm happy
Lowenthal, with 15.5 points per game, play loose on some of our other players. where we are, but we can improve. We
is the only Stag averaging over nine points Not only to double (her), but to try to stop just have to continue to work hard and
per game. Freshman Desiree Pina is sec- dribble penetration."
come to play."
ond averaging 8.8 points. With the lack of
Fairfield is still looking for a consis-

MEN'S BASKETBALL
:HE...SA.ID.IT.,,»

It ain't over fti1 March*

j

"Credit Siena. They came
into our building and
kicked our (expletive)."
Head coach Ed Cooley on the team's effort against
Siena, who soundly defeated the Stags, 78-62, to
take a three-game lead in the MAAC standings.
GAME OF THE WEEK

r\o
JAStS5
S

9TBG&
Fairfield @ Manhattan
Monday, Jan. 26, 7 p.m.
The Jaspers have been overachievers thus far, opening a 3-2 record in five MAAC games. In addition,
the Stags last trip down the Merritt Parkway (Jan.
4 loss to Iona) did not go well.
iMAAC STANDINGS
Team
Siena
Niagara
Fairfield
Rider
Manhattan
Iona
Loyola (Md.)
Marist
St. Peter's
Canisius

Overall
14-5
14-5
12-7
9-8
10-8
9-10
8-12
7-13
5-13
6-12

Conf.
8-0
5-2
5-3
4-3
4-4
4-4
3-5
3-5
2-6
1-7

t

KEITH CONNORS
SPORTS EDITOR

, If the look in
Fairfield forward
\>*M£s
Greg Nero's eyes
dfdn't tell the story,
his words most certainly did.
"This can either kill us or mgkg men
of us," Nero said of the Stags embarrassing effort in the team's 78-62 loss to
top-ranked Siena, which improved to 8-0
in Metro Atlantic Athletic Conference
(MAAC) play and essentially sealed a
regular-season championship.
The Saints opened up a 22-4 lead in
the game's first eight minutes, making the
Stags look more like the team that had just
traveled from the snowy Adirondacks and
were playing on the road.
As the press conference continued,
though, blatant traces of anger and resentment in head coach Ed Cooley's voice
tapered into resentment and defense when
the third-year coach was asked - check
that, told - that his team was a complete
disappointment today.
"We still have a damn good ball club,"
Cooley said, taken aback by the assertion.
"I believe in our guys."
Cooley was being more than generous
with his response. I would have gone more
along the lines of, "Really? The season is
over in 19 games in? Pah-lease."
Sure, the presence of preseason MAAC
Player of the Year Kenny Hasbrouck, a veteran starting lineup and the Saints' postseason experience make thoughts of anyone
other than Siena claiming the regular season
MAAC title seem a bit outlandish right

Des itelosses t0 Siena ta s can find solace
P
'^ s
that their biggest basketball still lies ahead

now. But just ask Bobby Cox, Jim Kelly
and Donovan McNabb just how valuable
a regular season title is.
Closer to home, ask Sacramento Kings'
forward Jason Thompson and last season's
Rider Broncs how gratifying it was to cut
down the nets following a 87-59 win against
Fairfield on March 1 in the season-finale,
only to be blown out of the gym by Siena
eight days later in the MAAC championship game.
Perhaps the best case in point came a
year earlier, Cooley's first season as coach.
Preseason MAAC Player of the Year Jared
Jordan and Marist were not just hands
down the consensus front-runner to win the
regular-season conference championship,
they were expected to waltz right through
the MAAC tournament and scare a team in
the Big Dance.
That season, the Red Foxes opened to
a 6-1 start, and finished the season with an
impressive 14-4 record in MAAC play.
And, as the adage goes, "Big tree
fall hard."
In the end, Siena knocked out Marist,
and then fell to Niagara at the Arena at
Harbor Yard in the conference championship, the same Niagara that began the season with a 4-4 conference record through
eight games.
Marist was left to as the bridesmaid,
vanquished to the NIT Tournament. And
while that is an awfully appealing runnerup prize, Jordan or anyone on that Marist
roster probably would not hesitate a second
if asked about their feelings on the season's
premature ending.
Despite its rightful place as a motivational ploy and a lofty team goal, the regular

season championship is far from the be
all, end ■all. As long as MAAC basketball
extends its arms into March, then games
in January and February render meaningless once a three-day tournament begins
in Albany.
Fairfield, of all places, should know
this by now. Arguably the most memorable
team in program history was head coach
Paul Cormier's team in the 1997-98 season,
the last Fairfield team to reach the NCAA
tournament. The Stags lost nine of the
team's first 10 conference games that season
and limped into the conference tournament
with an 8-18 record.
A week later, senior captain Greg
Francis was snipping the net in Buffalo.
Two weeks later, the Stags nearly edged
Dean Smith and top-seeded North Carolina
in the Tar Heels' backyard.
Regardless of these examples, everyone knows that the Stags have room for
improvement. Downright awful efforts in
recent games, including this past Sunday's
game against Siena and a Jan. 4 loss to
Iona, need to transition from commonplace
to out of place.
A good starting point is this Friday
night against Rider at Alumni Hall, a game
that certainly has postseason implications
and can go a long way towards healing the
wounds of Sunday's loss and garnering
team confidence in front of the Red Sea.
"We'll right the ship," Cooley said.
"There are days when you're not going to
make the right plays but we'll make enough
good plays to make this thing pretty interesting when it's all said and done."
"Said and done" is still a month and
a half away.
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Peter Caty/The Mirror
Not in your house: Mike Evanovich's shot attempt is turned away by Siena's Ryan Rossiter in the Saints' convincing 78-62 victory over the Stags on Sunday afternoon at the Arena at Harbor Yard.

Stuffed by the Saints
Siena sweeps season series, end Stags' three-game win streak
BY TOM CLEARY

Fairfield head coach Ed Cooley
could not explain what had just occurred. For some reason his team
walked out onto their home court
to play the number one team in the
Metro Atlantic
Athletic Conference, Siena, and
did not come to
play, leading to
a disappointing
78-62 loss.
Ten minutes
into the game,
COOLEY
the Stags were
almost already
out of the game, down 22-6, silencing
the strong turnout from the Fairfield
community and students. The Stags
did manage to battle back in the second half and came within four points
of the Saints with just over ten minutes to play, but then fell back again
down the stretch.
"We just didn't play today. It was
an unacceptable effort," said Cooley.
"It was a very different team I saw in
the first half. My team was the one
that came out at halftime. It was a
lack of focus."
The Saints opened up the game
with a 10-2 run over the first five minutes, led by forward Alex Franklin, who
could not be stopped inside and scored
eight points during that stretch.
Siena continued to pull away and
entered the halftime break with a 33-

The loss knocks Fairfield (12-7,
17 lead. The Stags shot adismal 18.2
percent over the first nine minutes 5-3) into third place in the MAAC,
and made just six field goals in the trailing 8-0 Siena and 5-2 Niagara.
Rider sits in fourth place with a 4-3
entire half.
"When you play a veteran team record and will come to Alumni Hall
and a well-coached team you have to on Friday night for another pivotal
do all the little things and we didn't do match up that will play a major factor
many of them," Cooley said. "They in the league's second place race.
While disappointed with the loss,
did do the little things and it led to a
the Stags seem to remain confident
big lead."
Fairfield came out more ener- that they can turn around the season
gized to start the second
half and led by senior
THE CLASH ON CAMPUS
point guard Jonathan
Han, who was honored
Friday
prior to the game for beJan.
23, 7:30 p.m.
coming the third member
of the 1,000 point-500
vs. Rider (9-8; 4-3
assist club in Fairfield
MAAC)
history, stormed out on
Alumni Hall
a 16-6 run over the first
3:51 of the half. The run
Only one game separates the Stags and the
pulled the Stags to within
Broncs from second-place in the conference.
four points at 39-35.
But Siena's own senior leader, Kenny Hasbrouck, answered with a three-pointer once again. After a seven-game
that sparked a 7-0 run that all but win streak, Fairfield dropped three
straight games over winter break but
ended the game.
Han led the Stags with a game-high then battled back with another three
20 points, while junior forward Greg game streak before losing to Siena.
"This can either kill us or make
Nero turned in another solid performance
men out of us," said Nero. "We can
with 14 points and six rebounds.
"We knew Fairfield would come come back and learn from our misback," said Siena head coach Fran takes and play better."
His head coach seemed to agree.
McCaffery. "They have lots of weap"We still have a good ball club.,"
ons, a great point guard [Han] and
said
Cooley. "We'll right the ship."
Nero is playing among the best in
the league."

Letter to the editor:
Is this season really 'Our Time'?
At the Fairfield men's basketball games at the Arena at
Harbor Yard this season, you might have noticed our banner.
It has a hand-drawn Stag next to cardinal red letters that carry
a simple message: It's Our Time.
Fairfield athletics has come of age this decade. A
collection of nationally ranked teams, multiple MAAC
championships and NCAA berths from men's and women's
soccer, men's lacrosse, women's volleyball and our women's
basketball program to name a few. And we would be remiss
not to congratulate the recent MAAC championship victories
of our women's and men's soccer team.
The one team missing from that lineup, however, is men's
basketball, the University's most visible program in Division
I athletics. While the squad did receive a bid to the NIT in
2003, the last time the team competed in the NCAA tournament was in 1997. Unfortunately, consistent performance
and a winning tradition haven't always been hallmarks of
the program.
This season, Ed Cooley is looking to change that. Motivated and hungry to build something special here at Fairfield,
Cooley has breathed new life into the program.
In just his first two years at the helm, he has led a young,
relatively inexperienced team to achieve back-to-back seasons with a winning record in MAAC conference play, a
testament to the new direction and promise the program holds.
In what will be his third year as head coach and after a couple
of solid recruiting classes, Coojey now leads a veteran-laden
team that has some high expectations.
Having the opportunity to meet Cooley again at a recent University-sponsored dinner event where he discussed
the state of the program confirmed our sense of optimism
concerning the program. Our take is that while the early
part of the season may have been tough as our Stags faced
SEE "LETTER" ON P.
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